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Upcoming Events 

 March 16-20 eLearning Days 

 March 20  End of Third Quarter 

 March 23-27 Spring Break 

 March 30  eLearning Day 

 April 3  3rd Quarter Report Cards Available Online 
 

 Follow us on Facebook  
 

Communication from Mrs. Strong 

Lent 2020 

Reflect. 

Repent. 

Restore. 

Click HERE for 

Daily Inspiration. 

 

Monday, March 16, 2020 

Dear Parents and Staff, 
 

I hope all of our families are doing well and staying healthy. I want to 
remind everyone that this week we are doing virtual e-Learning from March 
16th through March 20th. Families should check SchoolSpeak daily for e-
Learning notifications. Next week, March 23rd through March 27th, we will 
have our spring vacation. Virtual e-Learning will continue on Monday, March 
30th, as Governor Pritzker has requested. Regular classes will resume on 
Tuesday, March 31st. This is the information we have currently been given by 
the state of Illinois; however, this situation is evolving and dates may change. 

 
Our 3rd Quarter will end Friday, March 20th and report cards will be 

published, as scheduled, on Friday, April 3rd by 3:00 PM. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at 847-639-3041, ext. 280 or email me at 
cstrong@ssppcary.org. I will be in my office through Friday, March 20th. 

 
I appreciate your patience and flexibility during this challenging and 

unprecedented situation. Together we can navigate through these extra-
ordinary times with faith and unity. I end this letter with a prayer to you and 
your family. May you all stay safe and healthy. 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Strong Principal 
 

Dear Jesus, 
I believe this is going to be a wonderful day. I believe I can successfully handle 
all problems that will arise today. I am grateful for all that I have had, for all 
that I now have, and for all that I shall have. Things are not going to fall apart. 
God is here and He is with me and He will see me through.  Amen. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/SSPP/www.peterpaulschoolcary.org
http://usccb.org/_cs_upload/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/226737_4.pdf
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Mother-Son Bowling – April 4th - CANCELLED 

The Mother-Son Bowling event has 
been cancelled.  
 

Brain Break Ideas 

Find your fun here! 

Daily Mass from Word on Fire 

In an effort to continue the practice 
of our faith in these trying times, 
when parishes have closed due to 
restrictions around COVID-19, Word 
on Fire will be providing daily Mass 
online.  Bishop Barron or Fr. Steve 
Grunow will celebrate from Bishop 
Baron’s chapel.  
 

Video will be posted below at 7:15am 
CT each day. 

You can find daily Mass at 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-
mass/  
 

 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/SS%20Peter%20&%20Paul/Newsletter/(847)%20639-3041
http://www.peterpaulschoolcary.org/
https://familyeguide.com/boredom-busters-110-fun-at-home-activities-for-families-kids-2/?fbclid=IwAR23deU5vJeqjqG19za_c-VqgI2AxyQjciWfz0VmSiK_4hOA9ct-0WACYc0
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/
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March 13, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear School Administrators, Staff & School Families, 
 
Bishop Malloy has approved the following directives for dissemination by the Catholic Education Office:  
 

• Beginning on Monday, March 16, classes at all Diocesan elementary and high school facilities are to be 
suspended until at least March 30, at which time the situation will be re-evaluated, and further directives will 
be provided. During this time period, however, schools are expected to put into place e-learning/distant 
learning protocols.  

 
• The suspension of on-site classes also includes ALL athletic, extra-curricular, and co-curricular activities both 

on and off-site. The suspension of these athletic, extra-curricular, and co-curricular activities is to begin 
immediately and will be re-evaluated at the same time the school situation is re-evaluated. 

 
Administrators, we recommend that during the next two weeks that you direct your school or parish maintenance staff 
to do a deep cleaning of your school facility and that you also limit access to your building. 
 
Families & staff, we ask that if anyone is planning on traveling outside the continental United States during the 
upcoming spring break that you inform your school administrator and place yourself on a 14-day self-quarantine when 
you return. This is important because you will not be allowed to return to school until that period of time has elapsed. 
And the quarantine period begins the day you return from the trip. 
 
Because this is an ever-evolving situation, there may be more information and directives that will be communicated to 
you through School Speak, parishes, social media, and the diocesan website. Also, please check your e-mail regularly. 
 
Let us pray for all those who have been affected by the Coronavirus, both directly and indirectly, and to an end to this 
outbreak.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in helping to manage this current pandemic. 
 
 
God bless you all, 
The Staff of the Catholic Education Office  
 
 
 

Diocese of Rockford 
555 Colman Center Drive 

P.O. Box 7044 
Rockford, Illinois 61125 
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Office of the Bishop      

March 17, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

The outbreak of the coronavirus has become an event unique in our lifetime.  While diseases and 

epidemics have always been a part of human history, in recent decades medical advances have largely 

protected us from such outbreaks, at least in our part of the world. 

 

As we have seen in recent days, the growth in understanding of the danger of this virus along with 

the corresponding expansion of guidance from health professionals has impacted our lives as believers and 

as citizens. 

 

First and foremost, we are people of faith.  Our lives of prayer, the sacraments and the practice of 

our faith come together as our witness to the gift of faith.  In that context, the Eucharist is “the source and 

summit of the Christian life.” (Lumen Gentium 11). 

 

At the same time, as citizens we are participants in our society and so we bear our responsibility to 

contribute to the common good. 

 

In light of these considerations, and with deep regret, I am announcing today the suspension of 

public Masses, both weekday and Sunday Masses, in the Diocese of Rockford effective tomorrow, March 

18, 2020.  That suspension reflects the most recent guidance from the Federal Government and from the 

State of Illinois for the limitation of public gatherings to reduce the opportunity for contracting and 

spreading the coronavirus.  All Catholics within the Diocese are dispensed from the obligation of attending 

Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation (per canons 85 and 87 in the code of canon law of 1983). 

 

During this time all priests are to continue to offer the Mass privately each day.  Pastors are obliged 

to celebrate a “Pro Popolo” Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation in fulfillment of Can. 534.  

Emergency requests for urgent pastoral needs including the Last Sacrament and the Eucharist should of 

course be covered.  Churches should as much as possible remain open for private prayer and for confessions. 

 

At this time, even if we cannot physically attend Mass, each of us needs to continue to pray daily.  

During this Lenten Season, consider praying over the readings for the Mass of the day which are available 

on line (http://www.usccb.org/bible/) or in prepared Missals.  Guidance for prayer and making a spiritual 

communion is posted at www.rockforddiocese.org.  Please keep in your prayers all those who are afflicted 

by the virus, their family members, doctors and nurses treating the sick, those who have lost employment 

and all whose lives have been upended in this moment. 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/
http://www.rockforddiocese.org/
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As indicated in previous guidance from the Diocese of Rockford, weddings and funerals and 

baptisms should still be offered under conditions of limited numbers of attendees in order to minimize the 

opportunity for transmission of the virus. I am also announcing the temporary closure of the Diocese 

Administration Center, beginning tomorrow and continuing through March 31, 2020.  Whether this date 

must be extended will be evaluated as March 31 approaches.  Diocesan Administrative staff will attempt to 

monitor email communications during this urgent situation.  Likewise, given the guidance of the health 

authorities, all parish center and school offices should be closed.  Coverage should be from the parish priests 

and if necessary one staff member on a very minimal schedule for essential business only. 

 

St. Elizabeth Catholic Community Center and Catholic Charities offices will function with modified 

and restricted hours related to food distribution for the poor and urgent services only. 

 

Of course we need to ask how long such restrictions will be needed.  Much of the current guidance 

is directed at reducing personal contact for the next two weeks.  For that reason, the suspension of the 

public offering of Mass will last until at least Saturday April 4.  Given the constantly updated guidance 

being given by health authorities, that date appears to be only advisory at this time.  The Diocese of 

Rockford will continue to monitor developments and further directives will be issued closer to that date, 

especially with regard to the celebration of Holy Week. 

 

I ask for your prayers, your patience and your understanding in these difficult days.  Jesus told His 

followers, “I am with you always, until the end of the age.” (Mt. 28:20).  We trust in His guidance now as 

we respond to the threats from the coronavirus. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

        
       Most Reverend David J. Malloy 

       Bishop of Rockford 



Brick programs are the perfect way to honor loved ones and to commemorate a birthday, 
graduation, anniversary or other special event. The cost of each brick directly supports SSPP and 

gives permanent recognition to donors for their contributions. 

Each brick is made of weather-sealed, tinted clay. Engraved letters have a black fill for greater 
legibility and durability. Engraved with your name or personal message, the brick pavers will leave a 

lasting impression and a unique reminder of your loved ones or special occasions. 

Bricks will be placed in high-visibility location bordering the flagpole in front of the school.

Deadline for brick orders is Friday, April 3, 2020. 

Remember a loved one

Commemorate your days at SSPP with a personalized brick. 

Reserve Your Brick 
Become a permanent part of SS. Peter & Paul Catholic School. 

Express gratitude  
to parents  

or classmate

Recognize a 
graduate

 Join with 
classmates for a 

class brick 

Honor  
someone special

Honor a teacher or 
administrator



How to order: 
Fill out a separate form for each brick being ordered. If ordering more than one, you may write 
one check for the total amount. Additional forms are available if needed. 

Drop off form and payment to the church or school office. Make all checks payable to SSPP. 

STEP 1: Choose Your Brick Size
4” x 8” engraved paver brick - $100 each 
Three lines of text; maximum 15 characters per line (including spaces and punctuation).

8” x 8” engraved paver brick - $175 each
Six lines of text; maximum 15 characters per line (including spaces and punctuation).

STEP 2: Contact Information
Additional Notes:      Total Amount: $

Your Name:       Phone #

Address: 

City:    State:   Zip:  

Class Brick
I would like to donate towards the 2019-2020 class brick. $

Note: Bricks are installed once or twice a year depending on the quantity of orders received. 

Deadline for brick orders is Friday, April 3, 2020. Bricks will be placed by the end of May. Any 
orders placed after this date will be included in the placement the following year. 



Stay home when you are sick,
except to get medical care.

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, 
then throw the tissue 
in the trash.
 

Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

CS314915-A 

STOP THE SPREAD OF GERMS

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

Share Facts About COVID-19
Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age with 
underlying health conditions, such as diabetes, 
lung disease, or heart disease, are at greater 
risk of severe illness from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3



19CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE

C     V DI
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What you need to know about 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

What is coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness 
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during 
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.

Can people in the U.S. get COVID-19? 
Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts of 
the United States. Risk of infection with COVID-19 is higher 
for people who are close contacts of someone known to have 
COVID-19, for example healthcare workers, or household 
members. Other people at higher risk for infection are those 
who live in or have recently been in an area with ongoing spread 
of COVID-19. Learn more about places with ongoing spread at   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission.html#geographic.

Have there been cases of COVID-19 in the U.S.? 
Yes. The first case of COVID-19 in the United States was 
reported on January 21, 2020. The current count of cases of 
COVID-19 in the United States is available on CDC’s webpage at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html.

How does COVID-19 spread? 
The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an 
animal source, but is now spreading from person to person. 
The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who 
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) 
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has 
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. Learn what is known about the spread 
of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html. 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory 
illness with symptoms of
• fever
• cough
• shortness of breath

What are severe complications from this virus? 
Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ 
failure and in some cases death. 

How can I help protect myself? 
People can help protect themselves from respiratory illness with 
everyday preventive actions.    
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory illness 
to others, you should
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 

tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 

and surfaces.

What should I do if I recently traveled from an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19?
If you have traveled from an affected area, there may be  
restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you 
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble 
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health 
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and 
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get 
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to 
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine? 
There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The 
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive 
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 
washing your hands often. 

Is there a treatment? 
There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19


